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Student-Athlete “Do’s & Don’ts” and Comments on Agent Contact

DO’S & DON’TS

1. Never be alone with an agent.  Always have someone older and wiser with you (e.g., parent, coach, or compliance administrator).

2. Show your character up front.  Tell the agent/runner that you, your relatives and friends will not accept any meals, gifts or money.  

3. You are the boss.  The agents may act like they are.  Don’t be afraid to say no or limit their involvement in your life.  You are interviewing them for the job.

4. Some agents will want to build a relationship, while others will want you to give them a verbal or written agreement.  If you receive any offers from an agent, be suspicious.  After all, it is your college eligibility at risk.

5. Drop an agent after one lie.  If an agent lies once, he will do it again.  Just say, “I don’t want you for my agent.”

6. Talk to your coach and seek advice from the University of South Dakota compliance office.  We are all here to help you!

COMMENTS ON AGENT CONTACT

Please be aware of the following guidelines involving comments made by student-athletes regarding agents.  Specifically, NCAA Bylaw 12.3.1.1 states:


An individual shall be ineligible per 12.3.1 if he or she enters into a verbal or written agreement with an agent for representation in future professional sports negotiations that are to take place after the individual has completed his or her eligibility in that sport.

Therefore, any statements made by student-athletes with eligibility remaining either expressly stating or implying an agreement of representation are expressly prohibited by NCAA legislation.  University of South Dakota student-athletes may have concern regarding the significant amount of unwanted attention they are receiving from agents or the agents’ representatives.  Below are some statements for responding to bothersome agents that do not imply any verbal or written agreement has been reached with another agent.

1. “I am considering having Agent X represent me once my eligibility is exhausted.” 

2. “I have narrowed down the list of agents who may potentially represent me once my eligibility has been exhausted, and you are not in that group.”

3. “At this point, my top choice as a potential representative once my eligibility has been exhausted is Agent X.”

Statements that may imply a verbal or contractual relationship with an agent that may impact a student-athlete’s eligibility include:

1. “I want Agent X to represent me.”

2. “I have apprised Agent X that he will represent me when I go pro.”

3. “Agent X seems like he will do a great job representing me, so I am going to work with him.”

Please do not hesitate to contact the USD Compliance Office with any questions or if additional information is needed.  Thank you for your continued commitment to following NCAA rules.
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